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The history of Rajasthan is written in the 
heroic deeds of her menand women. Tradi- 
tional ballads as well as modern text-books 
have made some of them well-known. 
Many however have remained little-known 
though they were no less valorous;TARABAI 
for instance. 


A Chauhan by birth, she proved that a 
daughter could be as valiant as a son. She’ 
was instrumental in restoring her father's 
usurped estates to him. She fought by her 
husband as he rode forth to quell a 
treacherous attack on her father-in-law, 
Rana Raimal. 

Her husband, Prithiviraj, was no lesa a 
personality. He was the younger brother of 
the famous Rana Sanga. Had his life not 
been treacherously shortened by his 
brother-in-law, he would have enjoyed 
today as important a place as is accorded 
to Rana Sanga in Rajput history. 

The story, as narrated in this book, is based — 
on Col. Tod's “Annals and Antiquities of 
Rajasthan’. There is divergence of opinion 
however, regarding the facts of the story. 
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RAI SURTAN, THE RAJPUT CHIEFTAIN OF BAPNOR 

WAS ORIGINALLY FROM THOPA. BUT HE HAD BEEN 
OVERCOME BY INVAPING AFGHANS AND HAD BEEN 
FORCEP To LEAVE THE HOME OF HIS FOREFATHER? 















HE HAD MOVED TO BAPNOR, 
AT THE FOOT OF THE 
ARAVALL] RANGE, WITHIN | 
THE BORPERS OF MEWAR. | 





IT WAS AT BAPNOR THAT TARABAI WAS BORN. 
a 


| 


—-- 





AS SHE GREW UP, RA SURTAN OFTEN TOLP YER 
| STORIES OF THEVE HOME IN THODA AND OF THE 









| HAVE TRIEP SEVERAL 

TIMES TO WIM THOPA 
BACK FROM THE AFGHANS / 

BUT HAWE FAILER 





AFGHAN ATROCITIES. 























OH FATHER? HOW | 
WISH | WERE A BOY | 
WOULP MOUNT A HORSE, 
BRANDISH MY SWORP, AND 
WIN BAGK OUR LOST 
KINGDOM. 


YOU ARE AS GOOP 
AS AMY SON.) WILL 
TRAIN ¥OU IN ALL THE 
MANLY PURSUITS! 


RAI SURTAN WAS PROUP OF HER SPIRIT. a 





SOME PAY YOu Wild 
HELP ME WIN THODA BACK 
FROM THE INVADERS. 1 KNOW 
Yale WILL. 


_. SHE COULD SHOOT 
STRAIGHT AT HER 
TARGET. 


MBS ne WITH PRIPE THE PROGRES? OF 


“STALLIONS ANP RAl SURTAN OBSERVED 


TARA aut = 

STRONGER AN | : 
MoE BEAU- | FF 

Tiful EACH 


HER TRAINING. AR : 
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HOUSEHOLD BUTIES 
WAS NOT NEGLECTED 


EITHER. 
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DON TARABAL WAS EASILY THE MOsT 
ACCOMPLISHED GIRL IN ALL MEWAR. 


TARA is NOW STRONG 
ENOUGH Te sTANP THE 
| TRIALS OF CAMPAIGN. 
PILL MAKE ONE 

MORE ATTEMPT ON 


















HE GALLEP | | 

: HIM. TARA, PREPARE FOR 
ovine ed BATTLE. WE SHALL MARCH 
INTO THOPA. 











1CAN HARDLY WAIT 
TO LEAVE, FATHER. 









... BUT THEY WERE GREATLY 
OUTNUMBERED. 





NO! NEVER! INSTEAP 


WE HAVE FAILEP, | LET US GATHER FRESH TROOPS 
BUT WE MUST ANP INTENSIFY THE 
NOT LOSE HOPE. TRAINING OF OUR OLD HAN PS, 
















WHILE RAI SURTAN BUSIEP HIMSELF IN RECRUITING MORE 
TROOP; TARABAI TRAINE? THE SOLDIERS. z | 





| JAIMAL, THE THIRD SON OF THE RANA 
OF MEWAR, DECIDED TO WIN HER FOR 
HIMSELF. 





MEANWHILE THE FAME OF TARABAI'S 
BEAUTY ANP TALENTS REACHEP 
MEWAR. 






















{SHALL GO TO 
emmy, BADNOR AND MAKE |, 
fee) TARABAL MY OWN. | 
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HAVE YOU 
HEARP? TARA BAl, 
RAL SURTAN'S 
DAUGHTER HAS 
PERSONALLY 
UNPERTAKEN THE 
TRAINING OF HIS, 
CAVALRY- MEN, ¢ 


















{ PIFFICULT TO 

IMAGINE HOW ONE B 

90 FAIR COULP YET 
BE 50 STRONG! fi 



















AT BAPNOR— | 


JAIMAL OF MEWAR® , 
WHAT MAY YOU = f= 
WANT OF US? =| Agente 


| HAVE COME TO WIN 
THE HAND OF THE FAIR 
TARABAL. 




























BUT JAIMAL HAD NO INTENTION OF 
BOING SO IN THE IMMEPIATE FUTURE. 






REPEEN THE CITY OF 
THOPA ANP ISHALL , 
BE YOURS. 





THE CONDITION 
SHALL BE FULFILLEP 
WITH EASE,FAIR 
PRINCESS. 







SHE [5 EVEN 
MORE BEAUTIFUL 













UNFORTUNATELY HIS INTENTIONS 


HE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO RALLY WERE NOT HONOURABLE. ONE DAY— 


| His TROOPS. INSTEAP— 
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No, $IR, YOU MUST 3 
NOT PROCEED FURTHER. 
THOSE ARE MY 


THOPA CAN WAIT. TWILL : 
MISTRESS"’S APARTMENTS. 


LINGER ON AT Al | fe 
SURTAN?S. PLL MAKE B=, 
TARABA! MINE 
BEFORE [ REDEEM 
THOPA. 














WH=WHATS 
THE MATTER? 
WHY PIP YOu 












j POOR. ne hy 
MISTRESS,.. 
JALAL. 
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AND YOU, THE SON 
OF RANA 


RAIMAL! 






THE NEWS OF JAIMAL’S PEATH S00N 
REACHEP THE EARS OF THE RANA. 







MASTER, 
RAl SURTAN HAS 
KILLEP JAMAL. 
SHALL WE PREPARE 
FOR BATTLE ANP 
RAZE BAPNOR TO 
THE GROUNP 2 
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NO! JAIMAL BAREP TO INSULT 
HIS HOST; ENDANGER THE HONOUE 
OF HIS PAUGHTER. THAT TOO, WHEN 
RAI SURTAN I? ALREAPY IN 
DISTRESS. HE PESERVEP TO PIE 












GO,MY SON!» 









ANA?S SECOND 50N | |THE RANA 
| PRITHVIRAD THE RaW 3 | WAS OVERJOYED.| PROVE THAT 4 
Ta “NOT ALL THE © 









LET ME HELP 
THE PIF TRESSEP 
FATHER ANP 
WIN THE FAIK 
TARABAI. 


50NS OF MEW: PAB 
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THE SAME. CONPITION yy uf ‘ 
BEFORE PRITHVIRAJ. Ys wit RESTOREN 
THOPA TO YOUR 


FATHER OR 1AM 
7 py er RY PUT. 























REPEEM THOPA 
AND | AM YOURS. 






IWS WITH ALL MY 
HEART THAT rou PO. 
i WouULP RATHER BE 
YOUR BRIPE THAN 

ANYONE ELSE'S. 
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PRITHVIRAT 

WASTER NO TIME | PLAN TO 

IN RALLYING | ATTACK THOPA 
PAR OUNE HIM AT THE TIME 
| FIVE HUNDRED OF THE MUHARRAM 
| OF HIS BEST FESTIVAL. 

| CAVALEY-MEN, 


THE AFGHANS WILL 
. BE ENGROSSEP IN THE 
FESTIVITIES. THEY WILL BE 
OFF THEIR GUARP. 










LL COME 
WITH YOU. 














“COME IF YOU MUST, 
FAIR PRINCESS. 
THOUGH I°P RATHER 
YOUR PRECIOUS LIFE 

WERE NOT ENPANGEREP. 
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ON THE PAY OF MUHARRAM— 
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hf TARABAl, YOU, AND ONE I 
Bee CAVALRY-MAN RIDE WITH ME. / 


F ° “ 





a “ | THE ¥ LEFT THE CAVALCAPE AND JOINER THE PROCESSION. 


fF WE WILL $00N PASS UNPER 
i THE BALCONY OF THE ROOMIN | 
* WHICH THEIR CHIEF IS PRESSING. 
= BE ALERT. 


Bn. 

















AS THE PROCESSION PROCEEDED, THE CHIEF 
CAME OUT ON THE BALCONY. 






WHO ARE 
THOSE 
STRANGE 
HORSEMEN 








Eee F HE COULD RAISE HIMSELF, AN 








PRITHVIRAI?S LANCE STRUCK HIM DOWN. 


arrow FROM TARABAIS BOW... 
Nee 
|A 















WHILE THE PANIC- STRICKEN 
| CROWDS WERE YET RECOVERING 
FROM THE SHOCK... — 


2. SENT HIM STAGGERING TO | 3 
HIS DEATH. | i) 









STAN NU TUTE NTE a 
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-E TURNEP TO JOIN THEIR TROOPS. 


THE THREE TU 










THEY ARE THE ot eer | Pen ws a. 
MURDERERS! oe Fes ee Pers 





BUT TARABAI SENT | _— 
THE ELEPHANT | > 
LUMBERING AWAY. : 


AS SOON AS THEY WERE IN THE y 
| MIPST OF THEIR TROOPS — 


CUT THE INVAPING | PON'T LET THEM 
CURS TO BITS! ESCAPE! 










WHEN THE AFGHANS WERE 
COMPLETELY ROUTEP A MESSAGE 
WAS SENT TO RAl SURTAN. 





TO RIPE To | 
THOPA. 









THODR 1S FREE BADD 
RNAS THE RETURN 
OF 1S PRINCE 
_FRITRNAR AY RIAD 
TARA. 


NW) OUTSIPE THODA, TARABAI AND PRITHVIRAU WERE | 
WLW WAITING TO RECEIVE HIM. 





Miy¥ DAUGHTER! 
MY SOM! THIS IS 
THE HAPPIEST PAY 

IN AMY LIFE. 















OUR BELOVEP 








TARABA! ANP PRITHVIRAd 

LEP HIM INTO A JUBILANT PRINCE ANP HIS IT A 
CITY. PAUGHTER AKE HAPPY PAY 
aera WITH US AGAIN. FOR THOPA! 


tie s 


ot | | 









1] AS SOON AS RAI SURTAN HAD 
- SETTL = 
make L ED IN THODA 


ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE WEPPING 
OF Anis) ANP 


AT THE THE VALIANT Ra (Tiree 
WEPPING— PRITHVIRAJ HAS f | TY i THES 2) 
p i LEFT 24 
Hi BRIPE. 


FP YES!OUR 

PRINCESS DID WELL eg 
TO CHOOSE HIM. HE HAS Va 
PROVED BEYONP DOUBT ¥ 
THAT HE CAN TAKE CARE 
OF HER AND HER PEOPLE. 













pon! T GO 
AWAY TO MEWAR 
JUST YET. 

| WOULP BE 
HAPPY IF YOU 
COULP HELP ME 
ARRANGE THE 
AFFAIRS OF Ay 
KINGPOM. 














50 THEY STAYEP 
) ON AT THOPA, 
HAPPY IN EACH 
OTHER'S COMPANY. 
=TO THE GREAT 
SATISFACTION OF 
RA! SURTAN. tar, 
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BUT AFTER A FEW MONTHS 


| AM RESTLESS, PEAR 
HUSBANP. | LONG FOR 
FRESH SIGHTS ANP NEW 

APYENTURE®. 









LET US GO 
TO MEWAR. 


a : GAINST RANA 
MEANWHILE | IF YOU HELP ME | RAIMAL, PRITHVIRAS?S. FATHER 
| AT MEWAR— | OVERTHROW THE ne ee 

7’ RANA, ISHALL GIVE 
YOU A PORTION OF 


MEWAR AS YOUR 





- > —— 


“YOUR OFFER 
1S WORTH MY 
FULL SUPPORT. 





|ETHE RANA,TAKEN BY SURPRISE, MUSTERED BUT THE RANA’S TROOPS WERE A MERE 
JAVHAT TROOPS HE COULD ANP GAVE BATTLE. | | HANDFUL COMPAREP TO THE HORDES 
: ea ee OF THE TRAITORS. 
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Propet cr 


THEY HAVE 


7 p al eee {  OVERA 
IT’S PRITHVIRAJ = eS A ==, |\ THOUSAND FRESH | 
BRIPE, TARABAI. Ae — . tou, wt gir Ao 


1 CAN’T BELIEVE THAT IT 
WAS THE ARM OF A 
WOMAN THAT SENT 
ME FEELING! 





LL WHO WATCHED HER IN |= “— se-| | THE TRAITORS W 
CTION, MARVELLED. ee OVERCOME. 


HER PIERCING 
DARK EVES 

ARE AS FATAL A> 
HER ARROWS. 
















A LETTER FROM MY 
?ISTER. THE ONE WHO 
MARRIED THE SIROHI 
PRINCE, PABHOO RAO, 


WHAT DOES 
IT sAY2 












SHE COMPLAINS OF 
ILLTREATMENT, AT THE 

HANDS OF THE PRINCE— 
AN OPIUM AD- | 
PICT. SHE BEG> 

m, TO BE TAKEN 
BACK HOME. | 










LET US GO IMMEDI- | 
ATELY TO SIROHI, fags 
PUNISH THE 


PUNISH THE PRINCE 
ANP BRING HER © 
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= | PO NOT LIKE TO SEND 
ym \ YOU ALONE.LET ME 
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Se eS ACCOMPANY You. 






es ON THIF 
EXPEPITION |?P 
RATHER GO ALONE. 

















UT PRITHVIRAJ WAS APAMANT 4 HE REACHED $IROHI AT 
INP SET OUT ALL ALONE. | j MIDNIGHT. 


| 
| 
/ 


1 SHALL 
SCALE THE 


"> PALACE WALLS. 





SS 


OH! SISTER! 
SISTEPLIS THIS 
YOur PLIGHT? 
FVYEN SERVANTS? 
ARE BETTER OFF. ie 


THE SIGHT ENRAGED PRITHYIRAd 

| BEYONP CONTROL. 
YOU SHALL DIE 

. PABHOO RAO, OU 

oo SCOUNBREL! 







UH? WHO 
_ ARE YOU...2 


: | | PRITHVIRAd LOVED org 
OH! IT’S YOU YES FORGIVE HIM =| «| AIS SISTER As 
PRITHVIRAd. FORGIVE DEAR BROTHER. | | MUCH TO IGNORE ALL RIGHT, 
ME. PLEASE SPARE FOR MY SAKE HER REQUEST. 1 WILL. BUT 


| —o —}| NOT BEFORE HE 
MY LIFE. SPARE HI? LIFE Mee ee iS PROPERLY 


PUNISHEP. 


GET UP; 
YOU COWARP. 


7 PICK UP YOUR) 
WIFE'S 

3 AN SLIPPERS... 

mS 





. AND PLACE 
THEM ON YOUR 


YOU WILL PAY 
FOR THIS WITH 
YOUR LIFE; 

PRITHVIRAU- 


GOOD! NOW 
TOWUEH HER 


YOU ARE FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE SUCH A 
PEVOTE? WIFE. 


YES. LAM 
SORRY THAT | 
TREATED HER 

50 BAPLY. 





BUT PABHOO RAD’s REPENTANCE was 
Ans PRITHVIRAd IS 
NOT GENUINE. HE SEETHED INWARDLY. A), . COND OF SWEETS: 
A FEW POISONEP 
SWEETS WILL BO 
THE TRICE. 













| A FEW BAYS LATER 
|PRITHVIRAY TOOK 
|LEAWE OF HIS 

SISTER ANP HER 
HUSBANT. 


TARABAL WILL BE 

ANXIOUSLY WAITING 

FOR ME. IT’S TIME] |] 
RETURNED HOME. 















HERE ARE SOME 
SWEETS FOR YOU TO EAT 
pa THE WAY. 

















| PRITHVI RAS WAS OVERWHELMEP BY 
| PABHOO'S GENEROSITX | 





| MUST THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR HOSPITALITY, PABHOO. th 
TARABAL WILL BE PLEASED 

TO LEARN OF THE OUTCOME 
OF MY VISIT. MAY YOU ANP 
MY SISTER LIVE HAPPILY 4 
HENCEFORTH. i 
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How WE MISJUPGEP FABHOO. 
HE i A GOOP MAN ANP 
| | WAS TRULY FPEPENTEP OF 

HIS PAST BEHAVIOUR. a, 





/ | BEFORE HE COULD PRAG 
HIMSELF ANY FURTHER,HE WAS 





| HAVE BEEN POISONED, / 
THE TREACHEROUS PABHOO. < 
TARABAI! TARABAI! 1 MUST 
REACH TARABAI. 





AS SOON AS TARABA! HEARP 
THE NEWS, SHE RAN OUT TO 
WHERE HER HUSBANP LAY. 










IT |? OUR 


PRINCE! HE HAS 


BEEN 
POISONEP! 





HER LOVE FOR THE MAN | 

WHO HAP WON HER oo ee OH MY PEAR 
HOMELAND BACK FOR = | pa HUSBAND! 
HER,GUSHED FORTH |= 

ANP AEMO5T BROKE 

HER HEART. 


‘ - a a 


JOINED HER HUSBAND 
| ON THE FUNERAL PYRE. 








BUT THE MEMORY OF THIS HEROIC COUPLE 
LIVES. OVER THEIR ASHES WAS CONSTRUCTEE 
A SHRINE WHICH CAN BE SEEN TO THIS BAl 
ON THE ROAP LEAPING TO MEWAR NEAR 
KHUMBALMER IN UDAIPUR, 
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